Hemolytic uremic syndrome: urate nephropathy superimposed on an acute glomerulopathy? An hypothesis.
The oligo-anuria of the hemolytic uremic syndrome is attributed to the presence of a renal lesion which is predominantly glomerulopathic but which may have a vasculopathic component of varying severity. Fourteen children, four of whom had anuric, four oliguric and six non oliguric acute renal failure were treated with intravenous fluids and high dose intravenous furosemide therapy. Polyuria was induced in all, obviating the need for dialysis. We hypothesize that oligo-anuria in this syndrome may be due to the previously recognized hyperuricemia causing a urate nephropathy superimposed on the glomerulopathy thus explaining its possible amenability to fluid and diuretic therapy.